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Handling of accident upset town 
Continued from Pape C-l 

was eaupod when lightning struck* 
reactor it about 6:80 p.m., bonding 
an 16-inch pipe and blowing a disc 
in one of the pressure valves. 
When the disc New, a 60* to 
100-foot plume of chemicals was 
released a dead fish-like edop into 
the air that spread as far as 
Woodbrldae. Tha cbemioal, known 
aa dlmethylamlnoethyl aorylato 
Methyl choloride quaternary, to 
used to purify water. 
) Township police and fire offi

cials are angry about the fact that 
the fire department, which »* 
•ponded to a call about an explo
sion at the plant, was toft waiting 
outside the gate for about 10 
minutes. Once ineide, CPS em-aoyeesprovided fire and police 

fields with very tittle Infor-
Motion about the nature of the 
Occident, and the type of chemicals Messed. 

• Local and county officials be
lieve the plants manager wae 
aware df the accident from the 
very beginning and foiled to Mtoaae 
the information. 

i The fididdieeey County Health 
Department'* Division of Envi-
rmmenfol Health plana to elte 
GPS for two violations, the more 

serious being a fkilure to report the 
release of chemicals immediately. 

"Most companies abide by It 
Tin surprised they didn't call 
somebody. 1 imagine (the plant 
manager] thought it woe serious 
enough that be had ty talk to hit 
lawyers first," said Alan Lauriteen, 
supervisor of the Air Pollution 
Program at the county health de
partment 

The matter will be turned over 
to the DEP. as the violations refer 
to state codes, and the atato will 
determine whether the company 
wiD bo fined. CPS wae lust forced 
to poy o pendty of 6197,630 in 
June that wet levied by the DEP 
for contributing to cbemioal con
tamination in the Riinyon Water
shed, which provides drinking 
water to Perth Amboy, OldBridge, 
and South Amboy. 

On the local toyel, the Old 
Bridge Police Department com
pleted an investigation of the inci
dent and found no criminal wrong
doing on the part of the oompony. 

'We're not happy about (the 
Incident). We're o little disap
pointed, and we're probably oven 
asad about H, but eritoiaally, there 
to nothing we can do," arid Li 
Robert Bonfonte. 
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